
Onyx Ireland has become the first
waste management company in
Ireland, or the UK, to set up an EPS
(expanded polystyrene) recycling
line. DELL computers in Limerick
spearheaded this groundbreaking
initiative by making materials
recycling a requirement of their new
waste management contract when it
went out to tender.

“We are pleased to be leading

the waste management industry”

says Hugues Barthélémy, Southern

Region Manager, Onyx Ireland.“This

scheme is generating a substantial

income from a waste stream that

previously went to landfill.”

With around 70 tonnes a month

of used EPS and EPE (expanded

polyethylene) being generated by 

DELL computers, Onyx’s first step was 

to purchase a PolyCycle™D300 plastics

densifier from Stafford based Next-Tec,

an Associate Member of the British

Plastic Federation’s EPS Packaging

Group.

“Our machine enables Onyx to reduce

the volume of all three of the plastics by

around 90 percent, making it

economical to transport EPS to the

Wales Environment Trust in South Wales

for recycling,” explains Mark Smith, Sales

and Marketing Director, Next-Tec.

The PolyCycle™ D300 was installed at

Onyx in Limerick in June 2005 and has

been running constantly over two shifts

processing EPS ever since. The Wales

Environment Trust reprocesses the

compressed EPS into a bead that can be

used in a variety of new applications

including picture frames, coat hangers

and disposable cameras.

“The partnership forged between

ourselves, Next-tec, Onyx and DELL is

paying fruitful dividends all round,” says

Dr Keith Parry, Chief Executive of the

Wales Environment Trust.

“The Next-tec PolyCycle™ machine is

the key to the success of the project as

it makes the EPS economical to

transport and — importantly for us —

the machine provides us with material

of excellent quality that is ideal for our

recycling line.”

The EPS Packaging Group warmly 

welcomes the scheme.“DELL Computers 

and Onyx Ireland are setting a great

example with this trailblazing project,”

says Damien Packer, Environmental

Executive, EPS Packaging Group.

“We hope to see other waste

management organisations forging

similar partnerships to increase the

recycling of used EPS packaging. Such

schemes can provide a good income

and reduce the pressure on landfill.

“They also make good use of EPS

packaging, a valuable resource that

should not be thrown away into landfill

when there are recyclers in the UK who

require the material for recycling into 

new products.”
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recycling of used EPS packaging’’



On 18th and 19th July
2005, Damien Packer,
Environmental Affairs
Executive, the EPS
Packaging Group was
one of the speakers at
Science-Live@NetPark.

Over 5,000 children and

adults from all over County

Durham attended the

event, which lasted for

eight days at NetPark, the

North East Technology

Park near Sedgefield.

Damien’s presentation

was very well received, he showed how a

moulded EPS pack is manufactured,

demonstrated the inherent strength and

protectiveness of the material using an egg 

in a mini cycle helmet and explained how EPS

is recycled. Throughout his talk he gave the

children watching the chance to join in the

activities and get hands-on experience of 

the material.

“It was great to be involved in such a

worthwhile event,” says Damien.“”The event’s

overall aim was to help to create the

intellectual talent to fuel the regional

knowledge economy and I am sure it was

successful in this.

“The audiences I spoke to were interested

to discover the important role that EPS

packaging plays in their daily lives — such as

keeping food fresh and safe and protecting

high value purchases on their journey from

the warehouse to their homes.

“They were also fascinated to see what an

EPS box is made from and enjoyed the live

demonstration of how an EPS box is moulded.

When I explained how EPS packaging is

recycled in the UK, many people were amazed

at the variety of good uses a recycled EPS box

can be put to after it has done its primary job

of protection and insulation.

“I hope that some of audience will have

gained a new respect for the humble EPS box

and the excellent job it does.”

The EPS Packaging Group has sent
out 700 DVDs to schools in England,
Wales and Scotland.The DVD has
two short films; ‘An Unexpected Gift’
and ‘Packaging made from Beads’,
both of which are suitable for
educational use.

One pleased teacher emailed us to say:

“I am using the ‘The packaging made

from beads’ in my teaching of Standard

Grade Chemistry for S3, S4 pupils and

Higher Chemistry pupils as it is excellent

for several reasons with respect to the

chemistry and science curriculum:

The styrene monomer structure 

is shown 

The production process is shown 

Recycling of the product is shown 

The uses of the product is shown 

EPS and the untreated high

density polymer is shown 

Cost benefits are discussed

compared to other products

The video, ‘An Unexpected Gift’ is

excellent for S1 and S2 pupils in

particular. I have evaluated the DVD for

the rest of the Department and have

most highly recommended its inclusion

into our chemistry courses! 

Very well done for creating such a well

thought out educational resource, which

is also very enjoyable to watch.”

We have a few of these DVDs still available.

If you would like a copy of EPS: The Exceptional

Packaging Solution for use in a school, please

email info@ eps.co.uk with your name, address

and the school you want to give the DVD to.

EPS: The Exceptional
Packaging Solution DVD

E D U C AT I O N S P E C I A L  

Science-Live@NetPark
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School visit to EPS factory
On 28 June 2005 SCA Tuscarora opened
its doors to 18 pupils from nearby
Manor School and Sports College, in 
the small market town of Raunds,
Northants.

The outing to SCA Tuscarora was part of

Manor School’s technology week and

included a tour of the site to see how an EPS

box is made, a viewing of the Exceptional

Packaging Solution DVD and lunch.

Pupils also took part in a packaging design

competition. Teams were given a 2.5 litre

chemical bottle and asked to create protective

packaging for it — they were given a variety

of different materials to use. The most popular

material was EPS.

The finished packs were put through

multiple drop tests up to a height of almost

two metres. All the packs successfully

protected the bottle, but the winning design

was also judged on:

Ease of assembly

Use of materials; environmental

considerations such as recycling and

minimisation of material

Shipping requirements; including labelling,

keeping the bottle upright, knowing which

way is upright and stackability.

Finally, all the designs were judged against

SCA Tuscarora’s own design, which meets the

UN Standard for Protection of Chemical Bottles.

Jonathan Haddock, Managing Director, SCA

Tuscarora comments:“All the packaging

designs were good, as they all protected the

bottle from breakage. But, the judging showed

the pupils how many other criteria have to 

be taken into account when designing 

a package.”

Jonathan Haddock presenting to the visiting pupils

E D U C AT I O N S P E C I A L  

The pupils had a great day out, some of their comments: -

‘‘It was an
interesting and
informative day
which we all
enjoyed’’

‘‘The factory
tour was really
interesting’’

‘‘The climax was
brilliant with the
bottle dropping
ceremony’’

‘‘I learned a lot of facts about
polystyrene and recycling that
I didn’t know before’’

‘‘My favourite
part of the trip
was seeing the
polystyrene
being made’’

‘‘I enjoyed the drop test and I
learnt a lot about how perfect
packaging has to be’’

‘‘Before I came to
your factory I had
no idea how much
thought and time
went into designing
packaging’’

‘‘You have
brought to my
attention the
issues involving
the recycling or
burning of waste
packaging’’

The competition entries

CK Polymers
expands into
Scotland

On 1 September 2005 CK Polymers
started a 5-year contract with Farne
Salmon and Trout in Duns,
Berwickshire to compact and
recycle all their used fish boxes.

“The current tonnage is 260 tonnes a

year and it is projected to rise to 400

tonnes during our contract,” says Mark

Whitney, CK Polymers.

Even with the expected increase, CK

Polymers’ new Scottish base in Melrose,

will be operating below capacity and

Whitney is keen to find new sources of

used EPS:“We are interested in compacted

or un-compacted, fish boxes or clean EPS,

particularly in the Edinburgh or East Coast

of Scotland area.”

www.ckpolymers.co.uk

R E C YC L E R S U P D AT E
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The EPS Packaging Group has decided
to create an html version of this
newsletter that will be sent out 
by email.

“We have two main aims,” explains Damien

Packer, Environmental Affairs Executive, EPS

Packaging Group.“One is to give our current

readership the option of receiving the

newsletter as an email as well as, or instead 

of, the paper version.

“The second is to widen our circulation by

making the newsletter available in an easy-to-

access format, that can be distributed by email.”

The html newsletter will retain the masthead

of the printed

version; so it will

look familiar when

you open your

email. Access to

articles will be quick

and convenient —

one click will take

you straight to the

item you are

interested in.

“We wanted to

avoid creating any

frustration, so we have organised the html

version so that you don’t have to worry about

remembering passwords or finding your way

around an unfamiliar website to find the one

piece of information that caught your eye,” says

Damien. “Just one click will take you where you

want to go.”

The next issue of EPS News will be posted as

usual and, those who send us their email

address, will also get the trial html version.

If you would like to register to receive the

next issue of EPS News by email, please send us

your email address, either on the letter that

came with this newsletter or send your email

address to info@eps.co.uk.

E-Version of EPS News 

VW Selects EPS for Toughness and Protection

Damien Packer

The latest VW advertising press
campaign shows phone boxes, bollards,
post boxes, lampposts and parking
meters all carefully packed in EPS — 
to protect them from the new tough 
VW Polo.

It was no accident that DDB, the leading

London advertising agency, in charge 

of the campaign, chose expanded

polystyrene to symbolise the toughness 

of the New Polo.

Matt Ross, Account Director, DDB London

explains:“The Volkswagen Polo has always

been associated with toughness and the New

Polo is no exception. When our creative team

was looking for ways to bring this to life,

polystyrene offered an instant metaphor for

toughness and protection.”

As it says in the small print ‘Beauty can be

skin deep. Toughness can’t.’ The same can

said about EPS packaging…

 


